
VOICED RETROFLEX CENTRAL APPROXIMANT 

 The above symbol has been chosen to represent this sound on the IPA Chart. 

 It is produced by narrowing the tract at the place of articulation but in a way 

that is not enough to cause turbulence nor to apart to make the sound 

sonorous because it is an approximant. Approximant is between vowel and 

consonant. 

 The tip of the tongue is curled up in such a way that it almost touches the post 

alveolar region of the mouth (though there is still enough space). The 

produced sound must not be palatalized. The tongue must maintain an apical 

shape and not laminar shape in the oral cavity. 

 It has a voiced phonation which means the vocal cords vibrate during the 

production of this sound. 

 It is an oral consonant. This describes the position of the velum which is being 

raised so air can pass through the oral cavity. 

 It is being described as a ’central’ because the sound that is being produced 

has a particular tongue configuration which makes the airstream to be release 

centrally and not towards the sides of the mouth. The side of the tongue 

makes contact with the side of the mouth and the result is a centrally released 

consonant sound. 

 It makes use of the pulmonic airstream which means ‘lung air’. The lungs are 

being squeezed to produce air for the production of this sound 

 The direction of airflow is egressive because we have the outward flow of air. 

This process causes voicing or voicelessness. 

 The active articulator for this sound is the tip of the tongue which is almost 

making contact with the roof of the mouth. 

 The passive articulator for this sound is the palato-alveolar. 

 

 

 



VOICED RETROFLEX LATERAL APPROXIMANT 

The above symbol has been chosen to represent this sound on the IPA chart. 

 It has an approximant manner of articulation which shows its classification as a 

nonstop. Its articulators don’t come too close together in other to maintain 

the class of an approximant as the intermediate between the vowel and the 

consonant sound.  

 Its place of articulation is retroflex which means the articulation allows the tip 

of the tongue to curl up to form a subapic shape. This means the articulation 

allows the underside of the tongue to make contact with the roof of the 

mouth. 

 It has its voiced phonation. This means the glottis is in a voiced state because 

the vocal cords vibrate during the articulation of this sound. 

 An oral consonant ensures that the velum is raised in such a way that it blocks 

the nasal cavity and the air escapes through the side unlike the central which is 

released centrally. The tongue maintains a straight shape in the mouth. 

 It is a lateral which means the air faces another obstruction in the type of 

position the tongue shapes itself to be.  

 It is being initiated by the pulmonic air whose primary duty was to maintain 

respiration. The lungs is squeezed together to produce air. 

 The direction of airflow is egressive which means the air is initiated and 

configured on the inside and later released for speech sound production. 

 The active articulator for this sound is the tip of the tongue. 

 The passive articulator for this sound is the palato-alveolar or the palatal which 

lies along the roof of the mouth. 

 

 

 

 



THE LABIO-DENTAL CENTRAL APPROXIMANT 

The above symbol has been chosen to represent the sound on the IPA chart. 

 Its manner of articulation is approximant meaning it is produced by 

narrowing the vocal tract at the place of articulation in such a way that it is 

not enough for turbulence to occur nor too wide apart to make it sound like 

a vowel. It is intermediate, meaning its production stands between the two 

configurations. 

 Its place of articulation is labio-dental which means the lower lip [almost 

but with enough space] makes contact with the upper teeth.  

 It has a phonation which is referred to as voiced because there is vibration 

in the glottis and the vocal folds vibrate during the production of this 

sound. This answers the state of the glottis. 

 It is an oral consonant which means air is only allowed to pass through the 

oral cavity into the mouth. This answers the position of the velum because 

the velum is raised in such a way that it blocks the nasal cavity and the air 

coming from the lungs is only allowed to escape through the oral cavity. 

 The airstream mechanism is an important factor in the articulation of any 

speech sound. This sound makes use of the pulmonic egressive airstream 

which is referred to as the lung air. The lungs are being squeezed to 

produce air for the articulation of the nonstop approximant sound. 

 The active articulator in the production of this sound lies along the floor of 

the mouth. The lower lip is the active articulator which goes to meet the 

passive articulator along the roof of the mouth. 

 The passive articulator lies along the roof of the mouth. They are usually 

the immobile part of the oral cavity. The passive articulator is the upper 

teeth which maintains its position while the lower lip (almost) make 

contact. 

 The position of the velum is raised and this explains the reason why air 

passes through the oral cavity. 

 

 

 



 

VOICED PALATAL CENTRAL APPROXIMANT 

The above symbol has been chosen to represent to represent the sound on the 

IPA chart. 

 Approximants are produced by narrowing the vocal tract but not 

completely blocking the airstream during the production of this sound. 

 The airstream mechanism being used is that which comes from the pulmo. 

It is defined as the pulmonic airstream because it a type of air produced by 

the squeezing of the lungs. 

 The direction of airflow is in the egressive motion. This means when the 

lungs produce the air, it makes an outward movement towards the mouth. 

 During the production of this sound, the glottis maintains a state which is 

described as voiced because there is vibration in the glottis. The vocal folds 

vibrate when air moves through the glottis. 

 While the air is making an egressive flow, the velum maintains a position to 

determine the quality of the sound. The velum is therefore raised in such a 

way that it blocks the nasal cavity completely. The air escapes through the 

oral cavity. 

 The sound is known to be an oral sound which means the air passes 

through the oral cavity rather than the nasal cavity. 

 The active articulator involved in the production of this sound is the center 

of the tongue which moves to make contact with the roof of the mouth. 

 The passive articulator lies along the roof of the mouth. The passive 

articulator is the hard palate. 

 The degree of stricture defines the sound as a nonstop central 

approximant. 

 The sound is described as central because of the shape of the tongue in the 

oral cavity. The tongue maintains a position which allows the air to be 

released centrally rather than toward the side.  

 

 

 



VOICED PALATAL LATERAL APPROXIMANT 

This above symbol has been chosen to represent this sound on the IPA chart. 

 The airstream mechanism is initiated in the pulmo. This is the use of the 

lung air in the production of the consonant sound. 

 The direction of the airstream is egressive. This means the air is initiated in 

the lungs with an outward movement towards the mouth. 

 While air is finding its way through to the mouth, the glottis maintains a 

position which is voiced. This means the vocal folds vibrate as there is 

vibration in glottis. 

 The sound is an oral sound because air passes through the oral cavity and 

not the nasal cavity. 

 The velum is raised and air is forced to escape through the oral cavity 

instead of the nasal cavity. This makes the sound an oral sound. 

 The active articulator for this sound lies along the floor of the mouth. The 

active articulator is the middle or center of the tongue. 

 The passive articulator lies along the roof of the mouth. The passive 

articulator is the hard palate. The center of the tongue make contact with 

the roof of the mouth which is the hard palate. 

 The degree of stricture defines the kind of sound being analysed. The sound 

is a nonstop lateral approximant. 

 ‘Lateral’ here means the tip of the tongue maintains a certain shape in the 

oral cavity – the tip of the mouth makes contact with the hard palate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


